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NEW DETAILS AUSTIN CITY MANAGER SEARCH 


City names six manager finalists 


Reversing recent secrecy, council posts candidates’ names; 
two women, two African-Americans among the hopefuls. 


By Philip Jankowski 

and Elizabeth Findell 
pjankowski@statesman.com 
efindell@statesman.com 


After weeks of secrecy that included 
meetings behind security lines at the air- 
port, a lawsuit and a possible violation of 
the Texas Open Meetings Act, the Austin 
City Council on Monday named the six 
finalists in the running for city manager. 

Mayor Steve Adler posted the names 
on the council’s online message board 


and outlined the next phases of the selec- 
tion process. The council conducted 
one last round of interviews behind 
closed doors at City Hall on Monday. 

The six finalists all have progressive, 
bona fide credentials in public service 
— and a couple have had a few recent 
stumbles. The six are: 

E Denise Turner Roth, senior adviser for 
global construction consulting firm WSP. 

E Scott Kubly, director of the Seattle 
Department of Transportation. 

E Cecil House, an attorney oversee- 
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ing public-sector construction for Gil- 
bane Building Co. in New York. 

m Howard Lazarus, city administra- 
tor of Ann Arbor, Mich. 

m Maura Black Sullivan, chief oper- 
ating officer for Chattanooga, Tenn. 

m Spencer Cronk, city administra- 
tor of Minneapolis. 

The final list of contenders came a 
week after the council briefly went back 
to the drawing board when one final- 
ist bowed out. In another post on the 
message board, Adler said that council 
members needed to ensure they hada 
diverse group of candidates. 
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THE SIX FINALISTS 
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Black Sullivan 
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TEXAS-MEXICO BORDER 


Union leader: Agent 
likely hit with rocks 
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Clues sought in incident 
that left border agent 
dead, another injured. 


By Derek Hawkins, 
Lindsey Bever and Nick Miroff 
Washington Post 


A U.S. Border Patrol agent who 
was killed while on patrol in West 
Texas might have been beaten to 
death by attackers wielding rocks, 
according to the president of the 
National Border Patrol Council. 

Brandon Judd, president of 
the labor union, said Agent Rog- 
elio Martinez, 36, died Sunday of 
blunt force trauma to the head. 


“I have been told by several 
agents that it was a grisly scene, 
and that his injuries were very 
extensive,” Judd told The Wash- 
ington Post on Monday. “We 
believe he was struck in the head 
with rocks, or multiple rocks.” 

Federal authorities have not 
yet said how Martinez was killed. 
The El Paso native had been a 
border agent since August 2013. 

Authorities have been search- 
ing for witnesses and possible sus- 
pects since Martinez was killed 
and a fellow agent was seriously 
injured. Officials with U.S. Cus- 
toms and Border Protection and 
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U.S.-NORTH KOREA RELATIONS 
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On Monday at 

the White House, 
President Donald 
Trump announces 
the U.S. will re-list 
North Koreaasa 
state sponsor of 
terrorism, with 
more sanctions 
likely. Secretary 
of State Rex 
Tillerson looks 
on. EVAN VUCCI/ 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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DOJ sues AT&T to stop 
$85B Time Warner deal 


By Tali Arbel 
Associated Press 


NEW YORK — The Justice Depart- 
ment is suing AT&T to stop its $85 
billion purchase of Time Warner, 
setting the stage for an epic legal 
battle with the telecom giant. 
The government claims that 
consumer cable bills will rise if the 
merger goes through, saying the 
deal would “substantially lessen 
competition, resulting in higher 
prices and less innovation for mil- 
lions of Americans.” AT&T would 
be able charge rival distributors 
such as cable companies “hun- 
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He left ‘legacy of evil’: 
Charles Mansondies 


The leader of the Manson Family 
cult, which brutally murdered 
seven people in 1969, was 83. 


dreds of millions of dollars more 
per year” for Time Warner’s net- 
works, the Department of Justice 
charged in a press release. 
Those payments are ulti- 
mately passed down to consum- 
ers through their cable bills. The 
government also said the com- 
bined company would use its 
power to slow the TV industry’s 
shift to new ways of watching 
video online. Web TV services are 
cheaper than traditional cable. 
In an emailed statement Mon- 
day, AT&T general counsel David 
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Interstate 35 traffic heads through downtown Austin on Monday. An l-35 plan to add toll lanes and other 
improvements from Round Rock to Buda has been put on hold along with other toll-related projects after 
condemnations last week by Gov. Greg Abbott and Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick. JAY JANNER / AMERICAN-STATESMAN 


Toll criticism puts I-35, 
U.S. 183 plans in limbo 


TxDOT to scrub toll designs after attacks by Abbott, Patrick. 


By Ben Wear 
bwear@statesman.com 


Several key Central Texas high- 
way projects — including expan- 
sions of U.S. 183 in North Austin, 
U.S. 290 in Southwest Austin and 
Interstate 35 through the heart 
of the area — are once again in 
limbo after Gov. Greg Abbott and 
Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick last week 
staked out firm anti-toll positions. 

“Right now there’s a billion dol- 
lars worth of projects on hold, 
between 183 and Oak Hill,” said 
Mike Heiligenstein, executive 
director of the Central Texas 
Regional Mobility Authority. 

The I-35 project, estimated to 
cost $8 billion to add toll lanes 
and other improvements from 
Round Rock to Buda, was still 
several years from construction. 
But it too has fallen under a cloud 
after the Abbott and Patrick toll 
condemnations, a message from 
on high that persuaded Texas 
Department of Transportation 
officials to abruptly shut down 
work on toll lanes. 

“In response to public com- 
ments received, we are developing 
a plan to scrub the (10-year con- 
struction plan) of any toll roads in 
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Trump protesters trial 
gets underway inD.C. 


Texas photojournalist Alexei Wood 
is in court for a case that will test 
First Amendment protections. 
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the proposed revisions,” TxDOT 
spokesman Bob Kaufman said in 
an emailed statement. 

And Texas Transportation Com- 
mission Chairman Bruce Bugg, 
an Abbott appointee who until 
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very recently had been pushing 
for up to 17 urban toll lane proj- 
ects in that 10-year plan, said the 
commission “fully understands 
and is committed to continue to 
use the funding from Proposition 
1and Proposition 7 for non-tolled 
projects.” 

Those constitutional amend- 
ments, approved by Texas vot- 
ers in 2014 and 2015, redirected 
to TxDOT revenue from existing 
fuel and sales taxes. The amend- 
ments included a provision, added 
at the insistence of anti-toll law- 
makers, that the money could 
not be used on toll projects. And 
Abbott, when he ran for gover- 
nor in 2014, told voters he would 
address traffic needs without rais- 
ing taxes or levying more tolls. 

Patrick kicked off the flurry of 
activity Thursday with a letter he 
sent to Bugg — and shared with 
the press. 

“It is surprising and disappoint- 
ing to learn that TxDOT created 
a plan to add managed toll lanes 
to virtually every major roadway 
currently under consideration,” 
Patrick wrote, noting that through 
Proposition 1 and Proposition 7, 
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